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mountain Berbers possess nothingin common excepttheir
religion, and while the Arabs have become soft through
years of easy town life, the Berbers have remained
hardy warriors who, should the French ever withdraw,
would like nothing better than to rape the rich Arab
cities The leaders of the Comite d* Action were becoming
ambitious, and unfortunately Lyautey, who sym-
pathized with their legitimate aims in regard to such
matters as employment, increased share in the govern-
ment, and a more advanced agricultural policy, and
could probably have knocked their foolish fancies out
of their heads without causing any trouble or doing any
harm to any one, was no longer in the saddle
This Arab plan, which must have been the result of
careful work and research, did not sensibly affect the
situation, but none the less during 1935 and 1936 the
movement grew in power and influence, with the
worsening of the economic position
Disturbances broke out in January 1936, during a
students5 strike, and in June the situation gave cause
for alarm It was said that the Front Populaire organi-
zations, by this time active in the towns, had fallen
into the hands of Spanish Communists, and there can
be no doubt much propaganda calculated to influence
the Moors emanated from these sources The French-
man, to whatever party he may belong, is by nature a
patriot, and would not knowingly indulge in any
activities liable to injure his country's interests, but the
Spaniards were bound by no such ties, and they
probably won a number of Frenchmen, who did not
appreciate the position, over to their side.
Then came the Spanish War and all sorts of people
began to fish in the troubled Moroccan pool A
situation like this makes strange bedfellows, and